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An illustration of this is shown by the presence in Con-
stantinople and other parts of Turkey, of branches
of foreign banks, like the Credit Lyonnais, the Bank
of Athens, the Banca di Eoma, etc., which had not to
ask the authorization of the Turkish Government for
establishing their branches here. Another example is
furnished by the branch of the Standard Oil Co., of
New York, which established itself in the same way
some years ago.
Foreign firms conserve their nationality and are
governed with regard to their internal organization,
and to the rights and duties of its members, according
to the law of their country. As regards the position of
such branches—be they bank branches or branches of
mercantile firms—in case of lawsuits in which they
would appear either as plaintiffs or defendants the fol-
lowing procedure was in force until the beginning of the
war.
By virtue of the capitulations, lawsuits between
Turkish and foreign subjects or firms were judged by
the second chamber of the Turkish commercial court,
which was formed as a mixed court. In this court an
official delegate from the consulate of the nationality of
the foreign subject or firm was present and the pro-
ceedings of the court were not considered valid unless
the said delegate approved them by his signature on
behalf of the consulate he represented. The consulate
delegate had the right to. refuse signing the minutes
of the court if in his opinion the proceedings in the
court were not consistent with legality. Such cases
have happened in the past and the lawsuit had to be
judged again. This is one of the many benefits of the
capitulations which foreign subjects enjoyed as re-
gards judicial matters.
Sentences rendered in favor of or against foreign
subjects were executed by the Turkish competent
authorities under the supervision of the respective
consulates.
Such lawsuits were brought before the consular
courts instituted in each consulate, and were judged by
the defendant's consular court.
Pending the conclusion of peace with Turkey the

